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FROM THE COMMANDER: CPT Thomas K. LaFave

Hello friends and families.

All three of our Pl atoonbds h aDespitdbtieedeavywerkiogd theu s
Soldiers have performed beyond expectations. So many of the Soldiers have done so many exceptional thing
to list them all individually is impossible ihe space | have available heFe.date, the 1431Soldiers have
received or been input for over 200 awards and our RCP Platoons are ranked among the best in the Battaliol
I would like to recognize and give Special thanks to the following Soldierdvad® been awarded the Purple
Heart for injuries they received. Words escape me to describe the pride and compassion | have for these
Soldiers who put it all on the line for the 142ind the United States of America

SGT Robert Drebenstedt

SPC Dominid=redianelli

SPC Jonathan French

SPC Kyle Loar

PFC Corey Richards

SPC Kevin Rollins

SPC David Smith

. SSG Derek VanBure(2" Award)

As we get closer to the date we all get to go home, | urge all Soldiers to remain focused on your duties and k
up the fight | also want to thank all the families and urge you to continue your siggpa can all enjoy the
homecoming and being reunited with friends and family together.

(610)

FROM THE FIRST SERGEANT: 1SG Robert J. Jeannotte

14315 EN GO((SAPPER) c;gg 143157 EN CO (SAPPER) g%i)
NCOGY Month SOLDIER OF MONTH Ea—

SSG Kilpela is the Team Leader for
2nd Squad 1%t Platoon. SSG Kilpela
always exhibits a great amount of
initiative in every task assigned to
him. During the month of June,
SSG Kilpela was instrumental
during RCP 706s mis
a route reconnaissance of a portion
of Highway one. During this
mission he participated in collection
measurements from over 50
culverts and 8 bridges in a tactical
environment. The information he
gathered is critical for future tactical
operations. SSG Kilpela was tasked
with the additional duties of Gun
Truck TC, Buffalo TC, and M2 .50
Cal Gunner. He always excels at
whatever task is given to him.

SPC Freeze frequently steps up
to take charge whenever
needed. His performance as a
gunner of RCP 7's lead gun
truck ensures mission success
of RCP 7's patrols. SPC Freeze
has demonstrated the ability to
make quick sound decisions
resulting as his selection as lead
gunner above his peers. He
routinely performs escalation of
force to standard in order to
provide for the patrols safety
and the safety of the local
population. His sense of duty
during the deployment has been
an example to fellow Soldiers.

SSG Kilpela, John SPC Freeze, Robert



FOUO-UNCLASSIFIED

1431s" EN CO((SAPPER)
NCOf MonthiJULY109

SSG Houle served as the Company
Operations Sergeant for the month
of July while the Company
Operations Sergeant was on leave.
During the month of July SSG Houle
flawlessly tracked and reported all
RCP movements and actions. In the
month of july the 14315t had the
highest IED activity of any TF Pirate
RCP Company to date. When RCP 9
needed a MEDEVAC, SSG Houle
made the necessary calls to get the
flight crew moving and aircraft started
prior to receiving the 9 line
MEDEVAC from th eRCP. While
serving as Operations Sergeant,
SSG Houle arrived at the TOC at
0600 and continually had to be told to
leave after 2100. During this period
SSG Houle not only ran Compan?/
Operations but also conducted al
unit S1 activitie to include processing
over 80 awards.

FOUO-UNCLASSIFIED

1431s" EN CO((SAPPER) s
SOLDIER©f MonthiJuLY109 -

SPC Seageren has served as a
Squad Leader and Team Leader
for the month of July and has
performed well above his
paygrade. SPC Seageren was
also responsible for finding an
IED visually and instinctively.
SPC Seageren has continually
volunteers for missions and
details. SPC Seageren has
been an important part of the
RCP since his arrival. He is the
lead Buffalo operator, Raven
Operator and has been tasked
with many technical tasks that
he has accomplished with ease

SSG Houle, Timothy

SPC Seageren, Robert

1SG Jeannotte Iis home on well deserved R&

CONGRATS TO MSG RYE on his promotioné.
FROM THE OPERATIONS SERGEANT: MSG DavidA. Rye HUSKY 3

Salaam, (Thatds Hell o)

Culture experience like this one here is something not everyone gets to experience in their lifetime. As time drawssrieastéor
thinking of rolling up all of our experiences here, one of the better things is having bee¢o have that exposure to a different

culture. Whereas many of the events and situations might not have been as pleasant, one thing that will always bedhe obrners

all the memories is the area of operations in which we served. The climate, eétegtivagor lack of), the way homes are built

(qualats, pronounced Hat), and the types of vehicles they drive, to the way Afghanis interact within their own people and toward us.
These are just some of the topics that will come up when talking witlidarand friends upon coming home. Yes, there will be the
other discussions, ones of battlefield experiences, stories of glory and honor that seem to emulate the soldier td fhadievel

Mur phy, but thatéds ok t ho urgekperienSes,lgideitheir viewsroe whdt theydelt and expedenced, & o
gives a relief of sort to tell a story and how it relates to the individual. Many veterans who sit around a VFW or amAgicca

tell stories like these in order to release theghbut s and tensions that have been built
hear this stuffodo. Yet when asked about it they wi Inlaristesaskl vy
your veteran about the experiendiesy encountered, not only will you be helping them; you might get an education also. So ask the
returning soldiers, about the land, about the food, what is was like, you might be surprised what you can learn ordiguerestoe

might lead to.

MSG Rye

FROM 1% PLATOON: 1LT Nicholas G. Harrington and SFC Ross T. Stevens

Greetings!

PLT thanks you for the mail and donations. Webve had a h
deployment, and though thoughts of home are in the minds, the guys continue to stay focused and perform with terrific success
Temps & hitting well into the 100s and the rain has been frequent, creating some difficult driving conditions and keeping our
outstanding recovery team of SPC Penegor and SPC Gibson (see below) busy on the narrow unimproved roads around here. Wal
deepmudiar dly a challenge for them, and they take their HEMT
vehicles with ease. Kudos on the dozens of recoveries for both us and other units.

Thanks again for all the support and keeping thsajs on the home front.

1LT Nick Harrington



NICK PENEGOR AND JOHN GIBSON OF RCP 7GETTING IT DONE IN TRUE YOOPER FASHION: RECOVERING A ROLLED VEHICLE IN THE
MIDDLE OF NOWHERE

FROM 2" PLATOON: 1LT Michael J. Van Eerden and SFC Joseph F. Battisfore

Hello friends and families!

The PLT is doing great over here. Webve been grantedlbea | it
enjoying a nice little BaB-Q and playing some yard games, such as washers. It will b&orfieeable to sit around for a few hours

and just bond a little bit. Packages have been coming in steadily for our Soldiers which we really appreciate. Algeistank Chr
Reformed Church sent us a bunch of packages filled with what we calsliicky-chewies. It was greatly appreciatédt ldoking

like we are over half way through the deployment and everyone is anticipating finishing the job to the best of ourcabdityirem

home.

The guys have been keeping their spirits up; mostly with aavastnt of DVD watching and XBOX whenever they get the chance.
We also have some FOB dogs here that the guys have grown quite close to. They tend to hang around our sleeping aedaend by tt
pit. Thank you all for your continued support and prayers.



